[Intraoperative evaluation of tricuspid valve annuloplasty with transesophageal echocardiography].
The present study shows a new application of transesophageal echocardiography (TEE) to optimize tricuspid valve annuloplasty. Eighteen patients with tricuspid regurgitation (TR) underwent De Vega tricuspid annuloplasty. After cardiopulmonary bypass the tension on the suture was adjusted until the surgeon could not feel any regurgitant jet by intraatrial palpation; subsequently, the tension was further adjusted on the basis of TEE. The post-pump residual tricuspid regurgitation was assessed by semiquantitative grading of tricuspid regurgitation (0 to 4+), area of regurgitant jet and percentage of right atrial area subtended by jet area. The data obtained by intraatrial palpation were compared with the data obtained by TEE. A significant reduction of residual tricuspid regurgitation was shown by TEE when compared to intraatrial palpation. After a follow-up period of 2 weeks, no significant changes in the grade of TR were observed. The results showed that the use of TEE was able to optimize the De Vega's tricuspid annuloplasty.